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National Back to Church Sunday

10: 00 AM Worshilp September 17th, 2017

Sept 3:
Help Your Neighbor
Communion Sunday
Sept 5: Presentation on
OHuman Trafficki
Ardith Hill A& 7 PM
Sept 6: Chancel Choir fi 7:15 PM
Sept 7: UMW Day Apart
Sept 11: SPPRC Meeting fi 6 PM
Sept 12: Church Council A 7 PM

Sept 13: Bell Choir i 6:00 PM
Chancel Choir A 7:15 PM

Sept 14: Care Committee -7 PM

Sept 17:
Back to Church Sunday
Church Picnic
Birthday Celebration

Sept 25: Trusteesn 7 PM

Sept 26: Food Delivery

PLEASE JOIN US -*

TIONAL

BACK TO

CHURC

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER

National Back to Church Sunday is the largest annual community
based outreach effort in the nation. The campaign provides churches
with the tools we need to invite neighbors, friends and loved ones
back to church, while also providing a means by which everyone in
the community can see and find A Place to Belong.

A Place to Belong, encourages people in the community to seek
ogt;Jt oug chu&ch as a place for fellowship, community, sanctuary and
respite. It also encourages us to once again see ourselves as a beacon
of light in the community and a place where friends and neighbors
can come together in times of joy, challenge and struggle 9 a place for
everyone to belong.

With the full support of the church council we plan to launch
several initiatives on this special Sunday. There will be posters
placed throughout the community, flag banners out in front of the
church and invitation cards to give to our friends and neighbors.
There will also be a thousand postcards mailed into the community
with information on Sunday worship and an invitation to join our
church family.

Along with this initiative into the community we are also going
to expand our Sunday morning worship experience. Our Sunday
morning Small Groups will include the existing Sunday School Class
and the addition of two new Small Groups. Jen & Heath Wadsworth

will lead one group and | will lead the other. Small Groups will meet
from 8:45AM to 9:30AM. At 9:30AM we will all join together in our
newly renovated and furnished Gathering Area for a time of food and
fellowship prior to the 10AM worship service. This will be a wonder-
ful space to welcome visitors, friends and each other prior to worship.

This is an exciting and far reaching endeavor. | am grateful for
the support of the church council and for the vision we all share for
this church. We are moving forward toward a shared and common
goal; to impact this community, to the best of our ability, for the Gos-
pel of Jesus Christ.

Blessings,
Pastor Bob
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Mi ssi ons & Outreach

r‘lr The Because We Care Mis- Help Your Neighbor Sunday is dren who would like to go to Church
~|pwe. . sion Team is once again pre- celebrated the first Sunday of each ~ Camp. There is a log cabin on the
Team  paring to head to West Vir- month. ~ As you bring in non - oOrgan for your donations.
ginia on a short -term mission trip. @& .. perishable food items ~Periodically throughout the
Headed up by Bryon Jackson, the team ﬂ Pantry each month, many fam- ~ Year, the coins are gathered
is looking forward to God using them in LJINEE0S jlies are blessed at the and deposited into the camp ———

making someoneds |ife a | BGaodS$amaritari Genteb e fupddqr those who would like to go to
because of the work God has called the by your generosity. camp. Thank you for your faithful
team to do. They will be in Lewisburg, giving!

WV, from October 1 through the 7. Never Spend 1¢ on Yourself: The

Please keep the team in your prayers as idea of this ongoing ministry is for Pastor’s Discretionary Fund:
they take the Gospel to other communi-  you to save your pennies (and other ~ Offerings can be given in the Sunday
ties. coins) to help support youth and chil-  offering and marked for this fund.

UMW News Choirs Begiln Season P

We will continue to collect @9 The Bell Choir begins rehears- |Our congregation has shared several
& items to fill shoe boxes for | fandéett al on September 13 at 6:00 |prayer shawls over the summer. This

Operation Christmas Child. . (9@@ PM. However, there are a few |is a wonderful way to share our pray-

~ Please save any shoe boxes bells that are in need of some- Jers and blessings with those who are
you may have that we can use for this Jone to ring them! If you can read music |ill, shut -in, or just in need of some
project. There are flyers on the table ]a little bit and think you might have fun encouragement. YOU can be a
in the back of the church with ideas for playing with the Bell Choir, please con- [“deliverer” of one of these prayer
items to go in the shoe boxes. tact Debbie Piper and let her know. shawls! If you know someone whom

you think would be blessed by receiv-
ing one, all you

have to do is call .. shup|
Diane at the church ) Mim’stm
office. She will >

Our Tuesday, September 5th meeting |The Chancel Choir will start rehearsing
will be in the Church Sanctuary at 7:00 on Wednesday, September 6, at 7:15 PM.
PM with the Rev. Ardi Hill speaking We are already looking forward to hav-
on Human Trafficking. Everyone is ing one new choir member, and we
invited. ~ There is more information  Jwould love to have YOU! If you are in- arrange to get the
about this presentation elsewhere in |terested, please see Sue Ann or any of | erse and prayer © —o>
this newsletter. the present members. Or just show up! |shawl ready for you to pick up.

Our Church Library is in need of rejuvenation. Many of the books, movies and other materials are so
outdated that people are no longer utilizing this resource available to them. If we all pull together, we
can easily (and with no cost) update our library shelves making our library a place where people will
want to gather and find something new to read. So, take a moment and go through your home inventory
of more recently published books, both fiction and non -fiction, that you no longer want and are appropri-

ate for a church Ilibrary. We are also |l ooking for D\
dren. Christian Music CDO0s would also be a great &
CD6s in and place them in the | ibrary area and we wi

contact either Cheryl Clausner (724 -547-5816) or Diane in the church office. Thank you!!

September Schedules: Answers to September’s Pie Quiz!

Greeters: quel ‘6
As :

3 Bill & Denise LaMantia . 23 _8
10 Irene Palanko and Edie Etling AeD _L
17 Karen Bosas & Marie Sargent |pND "9
24 Jane Lauffer and Carole Malone suoneoadx3eals g
Ushers: suewioy v
*Bob Cunningham, Randy Malone, Arusml NoJInod g
Joe Siska, Ron Hallam, Jim Ohler spowely ¢
Aised ®ayoind T




Dear Church Family, PASTOR

Several months ago | wrote a paper pertaining to the history of the United /./V
Methodist Church in Western Pennsylvania. Let me share my conclusion to
that paper with youé

The Pittsburgh region and the Western Pennsylvania Conference of the United Methodist
Church have a long and proud history. Many of the roots of American Methodism found their
footing in this western frontier. Throughout this time the church saw new movements, divisions
and dissentions, new theologies and social gospels, and the beginnings of African American
Methodism.

Most importantly, to me, is that this history provides insight into the ebbs and flows of the
church over ti me. It speaks to the vision a
forward into the world. It shows us that there will be years of glory and relative ease, and there
will be years of doubt, disappointment and decline. One cannot help but to see significant par-
allels to the challenges that face the church today.

But here in lies, for me, the value of the historical record. When we look back on history we see
beyond ourselves and our current circumstances. We realize that our fights, our pains, our cele-
brations and our dreams are no different from those who guided our church forward in earlier
times. We gain insight into the mistakes of the past and energy for continuing the mission of the
church.

| am proud of the history of the Methodist church in Western Pennsylvania and | feel honored to
be one in a long line of those who have answered the call to ministry in this region. | feel a spe-
cial pride, and responsibility, in being called to serve a congregation that has a unique and sto-
ried history in this region. | am also encouraged, by reading the historical record, to believe

that the United Methodist Church will survive the current challenges that we face; not without
some bruises perhaps. But these are just the current storms. Some of these storms are very sim-
ilar to storms wefaced in the past, others very different. It may bea timeof hardship and un-
certainty, not unlike the experiences of the past, but it is also a time of great expectations for

what lies ahead.

We have NOTHING to fear!

Blessings,
Pastor Bob



Page4 Town Clock Church Times

Just for Kids...and Big Kids, Too!

ATLE

APPLE OF HIS EYE

Start each school day by remembering God’s loving care for you.

Directions: Starting at the K by the stem and going clockwise, circle each word.
Then place the words in the blanks to complete Psalm 17:8.

These healthy chips make a yummy
back-to-school snack.

What you need:
* 4 apples, cored and
cut into 1/8" rings
* Large bowl
* Spoon
* 2 teaspoons cinnamon
* 2 teaspoons sugar
* Baking sheets (sprayed)

What you do:

1. Place apple slices in the
bowl. Add cinnamon and
sugar. Stir so apples are
coated evenly with the
mixture.

2. Place apple slices on the
sprayed baking sheets in
a single layer.

3. Bake at 200 degrees for

two to three hours, until PSALM 17:8, NIV
chips are dry but still
slightly soft. AIN ‘8:21 wes ,, s3urm oA

JO mopeys 9y} ur aur ap1Y ‘24 moA jo aydde a3 se owr daay],, :1omsuy

September is the time to harvest apples. And of course, we think about Apple Pies. But let’s see if you
know about other types of pies. So grab your fork and let’s tackle a pie together! (Answers on page 2)

1. Which of these are actually pies in the true sense?
2. Pieservedwithicecreamiscalled = Aufat _ Alamode __ Delacreme __ Auvin
3. What is a popular pie in Australia? ___ Fourd8N For
4. The first pie made of goatds cheese and honey came
5. Charles Dickens began a novel with a young lad stealing a pork pie and giving it to a convict. The book is

___ Great Expectations ____ Oliver Twist A Christmas Carol ___ David Copperfield
6. In mathematics, a pie graph isinthe shape ofa ___ Circle ___ Triangle ___ Rectangle ___ Square
7. ABostonCreme Pieisa ___ Torte _ Pie __ Cake __ Biscuit
8. Which pie is so good it is said to make a grown mancry? _ Apple __ Cherry __ Blueberry _ Lemon
9. A Shepherds pieis madewith _ Goat __ Lamb __ Pork __ Beef

t
f
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Look wshohavi September

ng

9/01  Peggy Ulishney
9/04 Donald Jackson
9/05  Addisyn Quinn
9/06 Kayla Janos
Brandon King
9/08  Anna Gearhart
Ellen Hockenberry
9/11 Bennett Baker
Julia Wadsworth
9/14  Brooke Ebeling

Jena Szelong

birthday!

9/15 Melissa Berlin
Debbie Piper

9/20 Dustin Berlin
Doris Bowman
James Janos
Colleen Kalp

9/23  Daniel Ebeling

9/27 Karen Hudec

9/29  Nancy Kalp

9/30 Carter Datz

Our Church Famil

Congratulations and God’s blessings to Bri-

an and Janine Weiss on the baptism of their

precious, little daughter, Emily Grace Weiss,

this morning during our worship service.

Grandparents of Emily Grace are Phil and Sue
Ann Herd and Rick and Colleen Weiss.

Dear Church Family: Thank you for the card to my
mom. She enjoyed reading over it. Your thoughtful-
ness is greatly appreciated.

fi Sincerely, Cheryl Clausner & Nancy Silay

y

To Our New Church family,
As Jill and | take a much anticipated rest from
the whirlwind of transition and change of these past

several weeks, we want to say,
you for the warm acceptance and the care you have

shown to us. We did not think
homed so quickly but you have |

joy-filled experience. We are honored and blessed to be

a part of this church and we look forward to all that

God has planned for usétoget hel
i Blessings, Pastor Bob & Jill

Heartfelt Congratulations to Karen Sargent and Todd
Bosas who were united in marriage on July 13,
f 2017. Take a moment to congratulate them

‘A@ and keep them in your prayers as they begin
S—=""" their lives together.

Hi dden Right in

This is one of our

Front of Us Sex T

difipped ef chis Masspbrio ahd Seldd stion is open to everyone! Please in-

most significant social action con-
cerns! Human Trafficking is a form
of modern slavery. ... a multi -billion
dollar criminal industry that denies
freedom to 20.9 million (plus) people
around the world. No matter where
you |ive, chances
nearby & YES, Westmoreland Coun-
ty! From the girl forced into prostitu-
tion at the truck stop, to the man
discovered in a restaurant kitchen,

against his will, all trafficking vic-
tims share one essential experience:
THE LOSS OF FREEDOM.

Our UMW is sponsoring a program
in September to heighten our aware—
ess of this terrible |n]ust|ce

AR Hill hds lns&l Qt?eﬂdlrggg
seminars and is prepared to pre-
sent us with the facts: Tuesday,
September 5th at 7:00 PM in our
church sanctuary. This presenta-

vite friends and come and learn the
truth about this social injustice
right in our neighborhood.




Annual Church Picni
and

Birthda Cel ebr at-i A.
y i{@

Sund®ayept ember 17
Foll owing the morning worshi
Fell owship Hall

Provided for you:
Hamburger s, Hot Dogs, Baked Beal

Birthday cake

We ask that you bring eithe

(tossed, fruit, potato, ma
or

Your favori te covered di s

People who have a bir t;
July, August, or S
will be recogni zed)

Pl ease plan to attend this fun d
Church famiuipyshedtsignin the bac!

|l f you are planning on att
Pl ease see Charl ene Borowi ec if



SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT
1 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
Communion Presentation UMW ]
& on Human COBQ?IIIS\'{/llle
Help Your =WI\:[e¥= | Trafficking Istric
Neighbor | =\DAL/= . RESUMES | D2y Apart
7:00 PM Jumonville
7:15 PM
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
_ Bell Choir @p
Girl Scouts LSSCHURCH | Resumes-6 PM
COUNCIL . Care
SPPRC 7PM Chancel Choir Committee
- 7:15 PM
6:00 PM 7 PM
17 Back to 18 19 20 21 22 23
Church . o W
Sunday Bell Choir 6 PM Auﬁumn
DEADLINE: . wggglnsﬂ
& Newsletter Articles Chancel Choir NG =
7:15 PM
Church Picnic
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
§1 G
Girl Scouts | \\J{@ .
7{ f Bell Choir 6 PM
Trustees Food Delivery | chancel Choir
7:00 PM 7:15 PM
The United Methodist Church Phone Numbers:
of Mt. Pleasant Church Office: 724 -547-2288
645 West Main Street Pastor Bob Cell: 724 -787-6234
Mt. Pleasant, PA 15666
umcofmtpleasant@verizon.net
WWwW.umecmp.org




The Ragman By: Walter Wanger

Even before the dawn one Friday morning | noticed a young
He was pulling an old cart filled with clothes IRadgdlbri gh
the air was foul and the first | i gchatgsfli INNehwy rtaay sb & ocrr oosl sdel d

rags! oRags!

MNow, this dals tehowogrhdert,o mysel ff e-Efobar ,t mendmdin ss tag and swiex e
hard and muscul ar, and his eyes flashed intelligence. Cou
city? I foll owed hi m. Myd cduird eopsp diyntded.ve me. And | wasn

Soon the Ragman saw a woman sitting on her back porch.
shedding a thousand tears. Her knees and el bows made a sa

to t héaiwocemanme,

Ragman stopped his cart. Quietly, he wal ked
; your ohreags,ai d fsamdgldndgil we you anot her.

He sl ipped the handkerchief from her eyes. She
o clean and new that it shined. She blink

t i the Ragman did a strange thing:
began to weep, to sob as grievously as

MaisedaS.d vwaredwerh,ed to myself, and | follo
o] turn aWRagsfrBagmysNewyrags for ol d!

In a little while, when the sky showed grey be
curtains hanging out black windows, the Ragman can
hose eyes were y . Bl ood soaked her bandage.
ked upon this <c with pity, f@nde hree dyhoeuws ariabgp,
s own falnidnld @inv é& ¢ hmiekkeéd could only gaze at hi |
e it, and tied to his own head. The bonnet
h wound! Again i s br oli $tofwadns !la Rlag Kklerld tmook e
s bing, bl eedi strong, intelligent Ragman.

b

The sun hurt both the sky, now, and my ey @sr;e tyhoeu Rjaog mme
wordh®e® asked a man who | eaned against a telephone poie®. Th
you have Aafe) ymuosamreazye?d the ot her . He pull ed away from t he
j ackfeltat, the cuff stuff ed iBnobsoaitdh et hpeoftikaggemamele y b add |p ag ik én,

you miSmwmeh quiet authorit-grined himanvtooaclk! of Thei ohjaeadkeét t r $an

bl ed at what | ssawar ni ot ayheed Ramgniatns sl eev e, and when the c
as tree | i mbs; but t iGco Raogomenr kKaad .only one.

After that he found a drunk, | ying unconscious beneatt
si ck. He took that bl anket and wrapped it round himself,
keep up with the Ragman. Though he was weeping uncontrol]l
with one arm, stumbling for drunkenness, falling again an
speed O Ispgademe skittered through the alleys of the Cit»
then he rushed beyond I wept to see the change in this
was going in such hast e, perhaps to know what drove him s

The 1l ittl eihoel dc aRmegnmaon a | andf il | . He came to the garba
what he did, but | hung back, hiding He c¢climbed a hill.
sighed. He | ay down. He pill owed his head on a handkerchi
And he died. Oh, how I <cried to witness that deat h! I s
no hiolpecause | had come to | ove the Ragman. Every other f
i shed him; but he died. | sobbed myself to sl eep.

I did nidvtowk cow! dtlhakndw| ept through Friday night and
on Sunday morning, | was Wplkerepdhbyda desbmaemdieceg algiag ptst my
and | blinked, and | | ooked, and | saw the | ast nd th
most carefully, a scar on his forehead, bu al i I And
all the rags that he had gathered shine i_ne

Well, then | | owered my head and tre
wal ked up to the Ragman. | told him my
to him. Then | took off all my <c¢cl othes
my vobDresso me.

He dressed me. My Lord, he put new rags
Ragman, the Ragman, the Christ!




